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FOREWORD.

SRI SANKARA, the founder or rather the expounder of the
Advaita svstem of philosophy, is God Sankara himself.
tlod Sankara as Dakshinamurty revealed to the Rishis of
old, Parabrabmatattvam by his  Chinmudra, his studied
silence and his illuminating smile, and this had the effeet
of dispelling their doubts and conveying Brahmatattvam
to them. (od Sankara, an Ocean of mercy, feeling that
the instruction then imparted, though suited to that time,
weased to have the same effect later on, decided to appear
as Sri NSankara in this sinful age of Kali, to impart the
same instruction in a manner suited to this age. The
way wias prepared for it by Vyasa Bhagawan, the great
erandson of Vasishtha by his Brahmasutras and by lord
Sri Krishna by his Bhagavad Gita. The word of God, the
Upanishads, proclaimed to the world from the very beginn-
ing the grand  truth. Sri Sankara’s DBhashyas on  the
above three viz., Brahmasutras, Bhagavad Gita and the
Upanishads have rvevealed Parabrahmatattvam to the
world for all time to come.

Birth and Death are two undoubted facts true of all
beings.  What is birth? What is death? Let us take
man. What is he? He is the body plus Jiva. Ileissaid te
be born wher: the body comes out of the womb with Jiva.
‘When Jiva parts company with the body, it is called
death. The question naturally arises whether with death
the body alone ceases to exist or also Jiva and whether
Jiva comes into existence only when the body gets life in
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1he mother’s wowmbh. That the human body has a beginning
and an end s unquestionable.  Is the same trae of Jiva?
The body is mortal, and no one mistakes a dead body for
a wan.  Did Jiva enter the  body. and did he leave it?
That is to say, was Jiva in existence before the hody, and
does he exist after the body ! T the auswer is in the allir-
mative, the further question avises whethee Jiva i mortal
or immortal. TV Jiva is inmortal, then avises the question
whether Jiva is one widh God or independent of God, and
therelore one with limited vision.  In other words, what
is Jiva. how do yvou account for Jiva'x enjovment of
pleasures and suffering ol pains while in the human body,
and what becomes of him when he is ontside tie human
body and before he enters it again! These ave the various
questions which concern man.  Sri Sankara has Turnish-
ed s with suitable answers to the various questions in his
memorable  Bhashya and thus tuifilled the objeet of hix
Avatara.

Vedas consist of two parts; the Karmakanda and the
dnanakanda. The Karmakanda enjoins the performance
of =acrificial rites such as Yajnas, while the  Joanakanda
enjoins the venunciation of Warma. The one is o step-
ping  stone to the other.  The  performanee of  Yajnas
mvolves  animal-sacrifice.  Lord Buddha inculeated  the
doetrine of Ahimsa or abstention from inflicting pain of
any sort and  preached  that Ahimsa was the  highest
Dharma.  The performance of Yagas was very common
among the orthodox” Dvijas of old.  Lord Buddha denied
the authority of the Vedas and even the existenee of God.
His teachings found favour with many persons in India,
and some of the eminent emperors of India were Buddhists.
The result was that Buddhism gained ground and
Hinduism was at a low ¢bb. It was about 1his time that
Sri Sankara came to our rescue. IHe re-established the
authority of the Vedas which should have beenlogtto us
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for ever but for him. There were internal and external
enemies to Advaitism. Internal enemies are those who,
admitting the authority of the Vedas, advocate dualism or
otherwise question Sankara’s doetrines,  Ile condemned
the Nastika Darsanas and upheld portions of the Astika
Shad Drivsavas. He advocated Sanyasam o renunciation
ol Karma and established Advaitam.

In order that the benetit of his teachings may continue
for el time, hie took the precantion of Younding fonr mutis
and connnanded a diseiple of his to preside  over each
mutt.  The Srinegeri Mutt is one sueh mutt, and Sures-
wara wis the first direet disciple of Sri Sankara who pre-
sided over the same.  The  heads of this  muft have all
along continued to impart instruction to their numerous
diseiples on Sankara’s works with striet adherenee to his
views.  Vidyasankara was one sueh head, an ountstand-
ing personality and a Yogin ol remarkable psyehie powers,
and it is under  LBis seal that the aftaivs of  the mutt are
carrvied on to the present day.  He was followed by Svi
Bharati Tirtha, and then came Vidyaranya Swami whose
invaluable  services 1o the Hindu  community are well-
known to all.  After his time Sri Ramanuja  and Sri
Madbvacharya, while admitting the authority of the Vedas
questioned the soundness of Sankara’s doetrines.  They
were both Dvaitins, and they  had  numercus diseiples
Further invoads on Advaitism  were brought about by
various causes, one important cause being the spread of
English education which has done not a little to under-
mine Hindu religion. Swami  Dayanada Saraswati by
his interpretation of the Vedas which is diametrically
opposed to the orthodox view founded a new religion
called Arya Samajam. The Brahmos are another eclass
of Hindus who question the orthodox views. The head-
quarters of the Theosophical Society were removed to
Adyar about half a century ago. The situation thus



changed from what it was before. Dharma  was on the
decline, and Adharma was in the ascendant. As Lord
Sri Krishna has proclaimed in the Bhagavad Gita, the
Lord came of himself as the head of the Sringeri Mutt in
the person of Sri Nrisimha Bharati Swamigal. 1 have
heard it said that he is a  re-incarnation of  1he great
Sankara himself. 1T had the privilege of meeting that
areat teacher on several oceasions and of  receiving his
blessings.  His  Highness,  the  late  Ex-Maharajal of!
Coichin was a great Sanskrit scholar and was respected by
Pandits for his remarkable learnine. e wmet Nrvisimha
Bharati Swamigal at Kaladi and spent about three hours
in the Swami’s company. I subsequentiy  met the Ex-
Maharajah and  asked him  for lis  opinion about  the
Swamigal.  Ile told me that he was an  inexhaustible
storehouse of useful knowledge  and  the knowledge  he
possessed was not sueh as condd be acquired in o life-time.

Brahmasri Rajavallabha Sastrigal of Tinnevelly, an
erudite pandit well-versed in the Nastras, has written the
life of this great hero in the formm of a Mahakavya consist-
ing of two parts of ten sargas cach, the first part dealing
with  the carlier  history of IHis Holiness  down 1o the
Kumbhabhishekam at Kaladi, and the second part dealing
with his subsequent history.  Mr, Sastrigal was a devout
diseiple of the Nwamigal and had the benefit of his teach-
ings and opportunities of knowing him intimately. Ile
is also the author of several other works. Of these his
Nivaratri Vichara, Manahprasada and Stavastabakam have
already seen the light of print, and there are several
others yet awaiting publication. Ie is a descendant of
Ratnakheta Dikshita whose line has always been noted for
remarkable achievements in the field of literature. For
further details about the author, the reader is referred to
the Introduction written hy Mr. R. Krishnaswamy
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Iyer, M. A, B.I.., to the Stavastabaka published by the
author.

Sri Nrisimha Bharati Swami followed closely on the
footstep:. of Sri Sankara, and in the course of his tours
through the presidency he took care to impress en the
audience the lmportance of the Vedas and the danger of
doubting their authority. The Swamigal's vast learning,
superior intelligence, houndless wisdom, uncommon kind-
nesse and above all his winning manners attracted very
large audience wherever he went. The diseiples had
implicit confidence in his feachings, and the reform which
IHis Holiness was able to effect is such as to carn the last-
ing gratitude of the thousands who came under his benefli-
cent influence.  Mr. Sastriar has in lueid language re-
counted the various things that happened during the
Swamigal’s tours at various places, and it is unnecessary
for me to mention them here.  The rich and the poor, the
young and the old received equal attention from the
Swamigal. The poor were the object of his bounty wher-
ever he went. Sir Seshadri lyer and Mr. V. 1>, Madhava
Rao, the late A. Ramachandra Iver and . R. Pattabi-
rama lyer were among his disciples.  Prominent educated
neople in all distriets paid homage to him. Kaladi, the
birthplace of Sankara is now a place of pilgrimage solely
through the efforts of this great Swamigal. The idea of
building a temple for Sri Sankara and a Saradalaya at
Kaladi occurred to him and him alone. Royal families
of Mysore, Travancore and Cochin paid homage to him.

The Swamigal was responsible for the founding of the
various schools for the study of Sastras in  different
parts of the Presidency. The Chamarajendra Sanskrit
College, Myssore is also due to the suggestion of His Holiness-
The celebration of Sankara Jayanti was first begun by the
late Swamigal, and 1T went to Kaladi on two or three
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oecasions under the Swamigal's orders to celebrate it there
with the help of the late Srinivasa Sastrical of Nadu-
kaveri. a pandit of eminence.  Sankara Jayanti is now
celebrated throughont  the  presidency, and  Sankara’s
name has heeome a household-we:rd.

I ought not to close this foreword  of wine withon
making prominent mention of the Holy Saint who e
sides over the Mt just now.  The Sankara Matham i
sangalore was founded by the Tate Swamieal, awd a Sans
krit College is focated therein which is maintained hy the
Mutt. His  Holiness  Svi Chandrasekhara Bharati
Swamigal. the present head of the Mutt, veceived his edu
cation in this institution.  He was an ideal pupil, and |
sad this ou the  festimony of his  teachers  Bralimasei
Virupahsha Sastrigal tnow the head of @ matt), Brahma-
svi Subralimanya Sasteigal and  Bralunasen Vaidyvanatha
Sastrigal. all eminent pandits. When T et them at the
Tistallation of the present head ol the wmntt, they spoke 1o
me in elowing terms of the superior intetiigenve, admira-
ble maodesty and other vemarkabie qualities of their pupii .
The Tate  Swamiegal bhas  laid  us under o deep debt of
aratitude by the choice of a suecessor whose  erudition.
wisdom and Vairagya command the highest respect from
his disciples. He who was an ideal pupil is now an ideal
teacher. I am  speaking  from  personal  experience,
having heard some of his learned leetures.  On the day
of the Installation he made an eloquent speech in Sans-
krit, and the flueney and ease with which he spoke are
inimitable.  Tle  is o Paramahamsa by  pre-eminence.
Although the head of a rich mutt, the wealth and influ-
ence of the mutt do not count in his estimation. During
his last tour 1 had the good fortune to do Puja to him at
my house in Mrityunjayapuram, Trichur. TIn the course
of a lecture then delivered, he explained the meaning of the
word Mrityunjaya. He observed Mrityunjaya ordinarily
.



X111

means one who has conquered death. The word Mrityu
must be understood, he said, to mean Pramada or Delu-
sion and guoted the memorable passage from Sanatsujati-
yviam--— HHIT ?r AT AT Death, thercfore, is the
result of the Delusion or the mistaken notion that body
ix Atman.  The present Sanskrit College at Kaladi owes
ity existence fo the present Swamigal.

D0tk Scplember, 193400,

' . RAMACIHANDRA IYER.
Muylapore, Madras. ) v : v
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